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his calculation, from the Pole itself. Nansen
wrote a popular account of his voyage called
Farthest North.

In 1900 he joined an oeeanographie expedi-
tion into the Arctic seas, then became director
of a laboratory devoted to research of the
sea. During the World War he ably assisted
Herbert Hoover in feeding a million and a
half starving Russians, and later was ap-
pointed high commissioner under the League
of Nations to care for refugees of Armenia,
Russia, and Greece. In 1923 he was awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize.

The most important result of Dr. Nansen's
explorations was his substantiation of the
earlier assumption that there is no Arctic
continent, but only a very deep ocean. See
NORTH POLAR EXPLORATION.

NANTES, nahXt, FRANCE, capital of the
department of Loire-Inf erieure, on the River
Loire, 250 miles southwest of Paris. The
situation, on an important navigable river,
within forty miles of the ocean, is highly
advantageous for commerce. Among the
chief buildings are the Cathedral of Saint
Pierre, the castle of- the old Dukes of Brit-
tany, where the edict of Nantes was signed;
the Church of Saint Nicholas, a picture gal-
lery containing examples of modern French
painting, and the Exchange, one of the most
imposing buildings in France. The chief
industries are shipbuilding, the manufacture
of ships7 boilers and machinery, linens, cot-
tons, sail cloth, leather and soap, the produc-
tion of tobacco goods and the preparation
of sardines. Before the conquest, of Gaul
by the Romans, Nantes was a place of note.
The most famous event in its history was the
issuing of the famed Edict of Nantes (see
below). Population, 1931, 187,350.

NANTES, EDICT OF, a decree issued by
Henry IV of France, April 13, 1598, ending
the religious wars of the country. It put the
Huguenots on an equality with the Catholics
in political rights and conceded them greater
freedom of worship than they had formerly
enjoyed. They were allowed to establish new
churches in all parts of the country, except
in Paris and its environs and in places of
royal residence, and to maintain four theo-
logical colleges. However, they were forced
to celebrate the Catholic festivals and pay
tithes to the Catholic priesthood. In 1685,
by a decree of Louis XIV, the edict was
revoked. As a consequence of this act, about
500,000 Huguenots went to other countries.

NAN'TICOKE, PA., in Luzerne County,
eight miles southwest of Wilkesbarre, on the
Susquehanna River and on the Pennsylvania,
the Lackawanna and the Central of New
Jersey railroads. The mining of anthracite
coal is the principal industry, and there is
also considerable manufacturing of imple-
ments, hosiery, flour and cigars and the can-
ning of fruits. The place was settled about
1850, and was incorporated in 1874. Popu-
lation, 1920, 22,614; in 1930, 26,043, a gain
of 15 per cent.

NANTUCK'ET, an island off Massachu-
setts, eighteen miles south of Cape Cod. It
is fifteen miles long and from three to four
miles wide, and is a popular summer resort
because of its delightful climate and scenery.
The town of Nantueket is situated on the
north side of the island, and has a deep and
secure harbor. It is the county seat of Nan-
tucket County, which includes the island and
a number of near-by islets.

NAPHTHA, naf'tha, or nap'tha, one of the
numerous products of petroleum. The naph-
tha oils are among the lightest and therefore
among the first to pass off in fractional dis-
tillation. Crude oil contains from eight to
twenty per cent of naphtha. Naphtha is also
obtained in the distillation of wood and coal
tar. It is used in the manufacture of paints
and varnishes and as a solvent; but it is
chiefly employed as a burning-fluid for il-
lumination and as fuel for motors. See PE-
TROLEUM.

NAPLES, na'pl'z, ITALY, the third largest
city in the kingdom, capital of the prov-
ince of Naples, situated on the northern shore
of the beautiful Bay of Naples, at the foot
of Mount Vesuvius, about 120 miles south-
east of Rome. It is built partly along the
shore, partly on the slope of the hills, and
is one of the most picturesque cities in the
world. In the modern part there are wide,
regular, well-kept streets, and the older por-
tion has been greatly improved by the gov-
ernment in recent years. Among the chief
buildings are the cathedral, begun in the
thirteenth century; the opera house San
Carlo, one of the largest in Europe; the
royal palace, with its noteworthy paintings;
the old palace, and the National Museum,
which contains a remarkable collection of
antiquities from Pompeii and Herculaneum.
The city has a university which dates from
the thirteenth century and is attended by over
6,000 students in normal years. There are